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ImPulsTanz 2020: First programme highlights 
 
The ImPulsTanz – Vienna International Dance Festival 2020 presents contemporary dance and performance from all 
over the world from 9th July to 9th August. Three big players of the international dance scene show their current 
works at Burgtheater: In TRACES, Wim Vandekeybus and his company Ultima Vez go on a search back to the 
beginnings of humanity, nature and its own artistic handwriting. South African ballet superstar Dada Masilo 
dedicates her new group choreography to Igor Stravinsky’s Le sacre du printemps. And Akram Khan investigates 
rituals with an international and intergenerational cast in Outwitting the Devil. 
 
Furthermore, the workshop teachers and darlings of the audience Kristina and Sadé Alleyne and Jose Agudo return 
to this year’s festival with new productions. In The Other Side Of Me, the two sisters of Alleyne Dance bring an 
emotional choreography on stage in which they fight their conflicts as identical twins and express their individuality. 
Jose Agudo and his company translate Prosper Mérimée’s novella Carmen into a mixture of contemporary dance and 
flamenco to the music by Bernhard Schimpelsberger. Lisbeth Gruwez, whose piece The Sea Within was celebrated 
by the public and the critics in 2019, presents a new piece: Piano Works Debussy is a duet between Lisbeth Gruwez 
and the pianist Claire Chevallier following Claude Debussy’s search for “la musique immatérielle”. As [ImPulsTanz 
Classic] Marco Berrettini returns with his scandalous piece No Paraderan, which was already shown at the festival in 
2006. 
 
The cooperations with the mumok – Museum of Modern Art and the Leopold Museum continue. At the mumok, 
contemporary positions of choreography and performance appear in dialogue with the Andy Warhol exhibition, 
opening in May 2020. And at the Leopold Museum, amongst others, works by the Korean artist Guemhyung Jeong 
are presented. 
 
The Austrian performance scene is also prominently represented. For example, the 15th anniversary of Chris Haring’s 
company Liquid Loft is celebrated with premieres and revivals. A young generation of choreographers is presented in 
the [8: tension] Young Choreographers’ Series. Eight productions show exciting developments in contemporary 
dance and topics that keep young artists busy. 
 
In parallel to the performance programme, the ImPulsTanz Festival invites visitors to various dance floors during the 
day and in the evening: to more than 200 workshops and research projects at Vienna’s Arsenal, to the free 
workshops of Public Moves in public spaces and to ImPulsTanz Soçial at the ImPulsTanz Festival Lounge at the 
Burgtheater Vestibül and to the ImPulsTanz parties at the Kasino am Schwarzenbergplatz. On top, the training 
programmes danceWEB (mentors 2020: Anne Juren and Frédéric Gies) and ATLAS – create your dance trails (Coach 
2020: Guy Cools) will continue and a DanceAbility Teacher Training under the direction of Alito Alessi is offered. 
 
The presale for selected productions starts on 29th April 2020. 
Tickets for all further performances and for the accompanying programme are available as of 9th June 2020. 
 
The booking for the workshops and the applications for the research projects start on 15th April 2020. 
Applications for ATLAS – create your dance trails are possible until 31st March 2020 and  
for the DanceAbility Teacher Training until 31st May 2020. 
 
The music programme of ImPulsTanz Soçial is online on the ImPulsTanz website as of 9th June 2020. 


