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Press release / 12 August 2019 
 
ImPulsTanz 2019: Winners Young Choreographers’ Award & Festival Résumé 
 
On Sunday evening, 11th August, the ImPulsTanz – Vienna International Dance Festival 2019 awarded the Young 
Choreographers’ Award, sponsored by Mikme. It also looks back at a successful summer. 
 
In the past five weeks, ImPulsTanz presented 145 performances, including 20 add-on shows, attracted more than 
37,500 visitors and hosted them in Vienna’s theatres and museums, whereby over 97 % of all available seats were 
sold out. More than 136,500 people took advantage of the different festival offerings. The 242 Workshops and 
Research Projects were equally successful, wherein 11 of them were added to the programme due to high demand. 
This amounts to 43,000 attended single classes in total. 
 
On top of that, the winners of the ImPulsTanz – Young Choreographers’ Award, sponsored by Mikme, were 
announced at a gala hosted by Riem Higazi: 
 

Tobias Koch (CH), Thibault Lac (FR) & Tore Wallert (DE/SE) 
Such Sweet Thunder 

 
& 
 

Tatiana Chizhikova (RU) & Roman Kutnov (RU) 
Time to Time 

 
Koch, Lac and Wallert receive the 5,000 euros grant and Chizhikova and Kutnov the Artistic Residency at ImPulsTanz 
2020. On top, each of the two artists receive a microphone from Mikme. This years’ prize sculpture was created by 
the visual artist and choreographer Philipp Gehmacher. 
 
The jury is comprised of the performer Steven Cohen, the curator Nastya Proshutinskaya and as well as the 
ImPulsTanz visitor Gabriele Coura and offers the following explanation for their decision: 
 
Art is not a world of winner takes all, and dance can be about moving in two directions simultaneously. The 2019 ImPulsTanz 
– Young Choreographers’ Award needs to be shared between two vastly different and incomparable works which stand 
shoulder to shoulder and look us squarely in the eye; from the heart of Europe, the work Such Sweet Thunder by Tobias 
Koch, Thibault Lac and Tore Wallert … and from the soul of Russia, the work Time to Time by Tatiana Chizhikova and Roman 
Kutnov. […] Both works share a modus operandi which is a collaboration of choreographer and sound artist, both are 
profoundly astonishing in the success they achieve where the auditory landscape blends and enriches flesh and bone 
anatomy in movement. Both works are data and feeling, both breathe and sweat, both works please and hurt, charm and 
repel, delight and dismay, invite and challenge, are made with thought and make us think. […] More than enrich the 
choreographic landscape, these two new works are equally necessary. They don't play the game, they change it. And with 
that, us! 
 
Nominated for the ImPulsTanz – Young Choreographers’ Award, sponsored by Mikme, were works by a young 
generation of choreographers, which were presented in the past five weeks as part of the [8:tension] Young 
Choreographers’ Series. Altogether 12 productions offered the audience a varied cross-sectional perspective on 
current trends and new developments in the realm of dance and performance. This year’s programme was curated 
by Christine Standfest, Rio Rutzinger and Michael Stolhofer. 
 
The [8:tension] Young Choreographers’ Series has been presenting the works by newcomers during the ImPulsTanz – 
Vienna International Dance Festival since 2001. This year, the ImPulsTanz – Young Choreographers’ Award was 
awarded for the second time. It is based on the Prix Jardin d’Europe, which was awarded as part of the EU-sponsored 
project Life Long Burning in Vienna until 2017. 


